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Covid-19 Vaccine Storage & Handling- 

Moderna

5Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Moderna/ Spikevax

The following requirements apply to both Moderna 
COVID-19 Vaccine 2024-2025 Formula and 
SPIKEVAX®:

•Store frozen between -50⁰C to -15⁰C (-58⁰F to 5⁰F)

•After thawing, products may be stored refrigerated 
between 2⁰C to 8⁰C (36⁰F to 46⁰F) for up to 60 days or 
up to the expiration date printed on the carton, 
whichever comes first

•After thawing, products may be stored between 8⁰C to 
25⁰C (46⁰F to 77⁰F) for up to 12 hours

•Do not refreeze once thawed



Covid-19 Vaccine Storage & Handling- Pfizer

6mo through 11yr

6Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

6mo-5yr & 6yr-11yr old:

Unopened, frozen vaccine
➢ Once received, frozen vials may be stored in an ultra-low temperature freezer at -90ºC to -60ºC until the

expiration date printed on the vials and cartons. Do not store vials at -25°C to -15°C. 
➢ Once vials are thawed, they should not be refrozen.

Unopened, refrigerated vaccine
➢ Once received, frozen vials may be immediately transferred to the refrigerator [2ºC to 8ºC], thawed and 

stored for up to 10 weeks, not to exceed the expiration date printed on the vial and cartons. 
➢ If vials and cartons are received at 2°C to 8°C, they should be stored at 2°C to 8°C.
➢ Check that the carton has been updated to reflect the 10-week refrigerated expiry date, not to exceed the 

expiration date printed on the vial and cartons.

Opened, refrigerated vaccine
➢ If not previously thawed at 2ºC to 8ºC, allow multi-dose vials or single dose vials to thaw at room 

temperature [up to 25ºC (77ºF)] for 30 minutes. Multi-dose or single dose vials may be stored at room 
temperature [8°C to 25°C] for a total of 12 hours prior to the first puncture.

➢ After dilution, multiple dose vials should be held between 2ºC to 25°C. Multi-
      dose vials should be discarded 12 hours after dilution.



Covid-19 Vaccine Storage & Handling- Pfizer

12 Years and Older

7Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Unopened, refrigerated vaccine ( the 12 yr and older formulation can not be frozen)
➢ The vaccine may be stored at 2°C to 8°C until the expiration date printed on the carton and syringe labels 

(not to exceed 8 months). DO NOT FREEZE.

Opened, refrigerated vaccine
➢ After removing the tip cap and attaching an appropriate needle, the glass prefilled syringe should be used 

immediately. If it cannot be used immediately, it must be used within 4 hours. DO NOT FREEZE.

Opened, room temperature vaccine
➢ After removing the tip cap and attaching an appropriate needle, the glass prefilled syringe should be used 

immediately. If it cannot be used immediately, it must be used within 4 hours. DO NOT FREEZE.

Diluent :
➢ Reconstitution is required only for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for individuals 6 months through 

4 years of age in multi-dose vials.



Pediatric and Adolescent Influenza 

Recommendations 2024 - 2025

8Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

The CDC recommends that every person aged 6months and older get the flu vaccine by the 

end of October. It does take up to two weeks after vaccination to be protected from the flu. 

All flu vaccine for the 2024-2025 season are Trivalent vs. the previous quadrivalent 

formulation. This change is due to one of last years strains no longer circulating.

When should vaccination start?

➢ If only 1 dose is needed for the season, 

vaccination should ideally be done during 

September or October. Though it is 

recommended vaccination continue 

throughout the season if influenza is 

circulating. 

➢ Children 6 months through 8 years who 

require 2 doses should receive the first dose 

as soon as vaccine is available.



Flu Vaccines Offered by 

The Maine Immunization Program 2024 - 2025

9Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

All presentations of these vaccines must be 

refrigerated between 36°F and 46°F

FluLaval, Flucelvax and FluMist need to be 

protected from light



FluMist – Protection Without The Injection

10Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Flu protection without the injection!

➢ FluMist helps prevent flu in people aged 2-49. It’s a nasal spray flu vaccine that starts working in the 

nose.

➢ FluMist continues to trigger your immune system to help build antibodies against influenza in 3 ways :

 

FluMist Dosing:

• 1 spray in each nostril = a single dose

• People 9 years of age and older need 1 dose of FluMist each year

• Children 2 through 8 years old may need 2 doses of FluMist,depending on their 

history of previous influenza vaccination. Your healthcare provider will decide if 

your child needs to come back for a second dose



Vaccine Coadministration 

11Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Studies conducted 

throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic indicate 

that it is safe to get both 

a flu vaccine and a 

COVID-19 vaccine at 

the same visit



Nirsevimab 2024 - 2025
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Nirsevimab Season 2024 - 2025

13Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

CDC recommends RSV immunizations during specific months to maximize protection 

during RSV season. RSV typically peaks between December and February. It is 

important that babies have protection before RSV season starts. 

Timeline for 2024-2025 RSV Vaccination



Nirsevimab Presentations

14Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Nirsevimab should be stored in the fridge between 36°F and 46°F . Once 

removed from the fridge, Nirsevimab must be used within 8 hours or discarded.



• CDC Recommends Updated COVID-19 Vaccine for Fall/Winter Virus Season | CDC Online Newsroom | CDC

• Prevent Seasonal Flu | CDC

• Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines | CDC

• FDA Takes Action on Updated mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines to Better Protect Against Currently Circulating Variants 

| FDA

• Who Needs a Flu Vaccine | CDC

• Immunization | Maine CDC | DHHS

• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/info-by-product/pfizer-covid-19-summary.html 

• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/info-by-product/moderna-covid-19-summary.html 

Maine Department of Health and Human Services 15

Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2023/p0912-COVID-19-Vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-action-updated-mrna-covid-19-vaccines-better-protect-against-currently-circulating
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-action-updated-mrna-covid-19-vaccines-better-protect-against-currently-circulating
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/vaccinations.htm
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/info-by-product/pfizer-covid-19-summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/php/info-by-product/moderna-covid-19-summary.html


Moria Pratt

Public Health Educator

Moria.Pratt@Maine.Gov

207-287-4466

16Maine Department of Health and Human Services

Questions?

mailto:Moria.Pratt@Maine.Gov
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