
 

Weekly Legislative Lowdown
March 31, 2025

Updates from the State House

It was a busy week at the State House, and our
members really stepped up to be a voice for Maine
kids.

On Wednesday, gun safety advocates
and opponents flocked to the State House
to testify on multiple firearm-related bills.
Maine AAP members, Drs. Allen Browne
and Joe Anderson testified in favor of LD
677, LD 1109, and LD 1126, and in
opposition to several bills supported by the
gun lobby.
On Friday, hundreds of testifiers showed up
for public hearings on several anti-abortion
bills. Maine AAP members, Dr. Genevieve
Whiting and student Austin Vaughan
testified in opposition to LD 975, An Act to
Repeal Laws Allowing Abortion and to
Criminalize Abortion, among other anti-
abortion access bills.
The Maine AAP and our members testified
on other priority bills last week, including LD
791 (behavioral health), LD 1028 (maternal
health care/birthing facilities), and LD 896
(continuous MaineCare coverage for ages
0-6).

Dr. Allen Browne testifying in favor of
Gun Safety legislation.

Dr. Genevieve Whiting testifying in
support of access to safe and legal

abortion.

Ways to TAKE ACTION:
 

Testify at an Upcoming Public Hearings

Upcoming Public Hearings:

Friday, 4/4
10am - LD 1061, An Act to Increase Community Support for Families in Maine -
Committee on Health and Human Services

Tuesday, 4/8
1pm - LD 858, An Act to Ensure Behavioral and Mental Health Services Are Available to
Students by Providing Grants to Schools That Contract for Those Services - Committee
on Education and Cultural Affairs

https://www.mainepublic.org/politics/2025-03-26/lawmakers-take-up-more-gun-control-measures-one-year-after-advocates-won-major-victories
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=677&PID=1456&snum=132
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?ld=1109&PID=1456&snum=132
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=132&paper=&paperld=l&ld=1126
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?PID=1456&snum=132&paper=&paperld=l&ld=975
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280096932
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280097396
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280097168
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280097448
https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280097136
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e85a37b5-4b53-48ec-9a14-1d5eb81f276b


1pm - LD 1301, An Act to Prohibit the Use of Artificial Intelligence in the Denial of Health
Insurance Claims - Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services

You can provide testimony in-person, via zoom, or by submitting written testimony. Please
email Madeleine at madeleine.desfosses@maineaap.org for more info or for assistance
drafting testimony.

 
Other Ways to Take Action:

Send a message to your lawmakers and ask them to to support the $1 per pack
tobacco tax increase included in the Governor's biennial budget. This $1 increase will
prevent youth tobacco use and save lives.

Submit an op-ed or letter to the editor! Please email Madeleine if you’re interested in
submitting a piece on any of the following issues:

Tobacco Excise Tax Increase — an excise tax increase on tobacco products would
help to prevent Maine kids from using tobacco.
Medical Cannabis Testing (LD # TBD) — this bill will require testing in the medical
cannabis program, establish a research group and fund public education on the
risks of youth cannabis use.
Any topic of interest to you!

 
Federal Advocacy

Maine AAP President, Dr. Brian Youth, urges Mainers to take action to

protect Medicaid access for Maine kids in op-ed piece.

An online version is available here.

To echo Dr. Youth, please reach out to your U.S Senators, Susan Collins and
Angus King, and ask them to oppose any proposed cuts to Medicaid.

Interested in writing your own op-ed or letter to the editor on an issue that matters to you?
Reach out, we'd love to help!

https://legislature.maine.gov/LawMakerWeb/summary.asp?ID=280097742
mailto:madeleine.desfosses@maineaap.org
https://ujoin.co/campaigns/3676/actions/public?action_id=5114
mailto:madeleine.desfosses@maineaap.org
mailto:madeleine.desfosses@maineaap.org
https://www.centralmaine.com/2025/03/31/opinion-medicaid-cuts-would-be-devastating-to-care-of-maine-children/
https://www.collins.senate.gov/contact/email-senator-collins
https://www.king.senate.gov/contact


Upcoming Advocacy Events

April 7th: Advocacy & Power Building Training

Join Maine Public Health Association for an advocacy training on the basics of effective
advocacy with decision makers, what it takes to build political power, and critical skills you'll need
to advocate for health.

April 7th at 6PM on Zoom.

Register

Looking to take action? Check out of Advocacy Dashboard!
Find tracked legislation, ways to take action by issue, advocacy guides, and more!

Visit Now

If you're interested in joining out Advocacy Committee, please reach out to the Chair, Dr. Joe
Anderson, or Madeleine DesFosses.

Maine AAP | 30 Association Drive Box 190 | Manchester, ME 04351 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5uDM6ZbdR9G0BNNcMlSUrw#/registration
https://www.maineaap.org/advocacy
mailto:joeanderson207@gmail.com
mailto:madeleine.desfosses@maineaap.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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